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:ome to the House and say, *‘ These people
ire not treating the soldiers properly.’” They
should not anticipate things, or want te write
Jown the interest generaliy. Tt ought not to
be dune. DLet the men be given a chanee tn
make good. Let them have holdings on which
ihey can make a devent living and on which
they ean pay the interest charged. Tt is no
good saying to a settler, ** T will not ask any-
thing of yon for the next 10 years. Here ia
a house and land; vou can lve rent free’’
That would he no good. Give him a holding
on which he can live in ¢comfort and pay hig
way, 15 we hnve striven to do, and, I think,
have suceeeded in doing. No doubt there are
some few exceptions.  They will he dealt
with. Stili, T hope hon. members will agree
with me that the hoard dealing with soldier
gettlement are doing all that ought to be
done, and that the Fouse should not be nsked
to lay down hard and fast rules in this mat-
ter—rules which could be made to apply to
many soldier settlers who ar¢ not in need of
fhe assistanee which would he given to them
if the recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sion were adopted. For my part T should
like to say to the soldier settlers, ‘Tt is all
for you, and you need never pay a penny
back.’’  PBut we know that that cannot he
done. We koow that tens of thousands of our
men enlisted; and those of them who upen
their return settled on the lund ave getting an
advantage. They are getting something most
valuable at less than the worth of the pro-
perty, and they ought to be prepared; as in-
deed they are prepared to pay what they ean,
I sincerely trust that the Honse will not agree
to the motion. T have endeavoured to make
elear that everything that ought to be done
in this matter is being done; and T know
that when the time comes for aetion, this
House will see to it that the present Qovern-
ment, or any future Government, do their
dpty by the soldier settlers,

On motion by Mr. Corboy,

journed.

debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.98 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Thursday, 6th September, 1923,
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The SPEAKER took Lhe Chair at 430
pom., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TAXATION, ASSESS-
MEXTS AND COLLECTIONS,

Mr. HUGHES asked the Premier: 1, Have
all income tax and dividend duties assess-
ments for the year ended 30th June, 1923,
been made? 3, If neot, how many are out.-
standing? 3, TF 80, what was the amount of
tax not eollected at 30th June last in respeet
of (a) incomes, (h) dividend duties, under
the assessments for the financial year 1922-
19237

Tlle PREMIER replied: 1 {a) Income tax,

& ) Dividend duties: Returns are not
fuuus ed in respeet to a given financial year,
Companies’ hooks are balanced at different
periods.  Assessments are made as returns
are received, and are up to date. 2 (a), In-
ecome tax, about 900; (b) dividend duty, nil.
(3) (a), income tax, £147,500; (b) dividend
duty, £12,821.

QUESTION-DRUNKENNESS, METRO-
POLITAN CONVICTIONS.
Mr. MANN asked the Premier: 1, What

eas the total number of convictions for
drunkenness within the metropolitan police
district for six months ended 30th Juae,
19222 2, What was the total number of con-
victions for drunkenness within the metro-
politan police disirict for 3ix months ended
30th June, 1923%

The PREMIER replied: 1, 892. 2, 604.

QUESTION—BRICKS SHORTAGE.

Mr. LUTEY ashked the Minister for Works:
1, 1s he aware that there is a number of
bricklarers out of work through shortage
of bricks in the State? 2, Have the Govern-
ment erccted at the State brick works an
additional Hoffman kiln which will turn out
40,000 or 50,000 more bricks per week? 3,
Tf not, is it the intention of the Government
to do so to relieve the present unemployment
amongst bricklayers?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2 No. 3, It would take twelve
months to erect a Hoffmaa kilo, and the Gov-
ernment do not propose to increasc the brick-
making works.

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENTS,
HOUSES.

AMr., MUNSIE asked the Premier: 1, How
many dwelling-houses have been ereeted in
connection with the proup settlement scheme
to the 30th of June, 19239 2, What was the
average cost per house¥

The PREMIER replied: 1, 360. 2, £230.
QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, ADUL

TERATED LIQUOR.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: Js it his intention to lay on the Table
a full copy of the evidence and finding of
the Board that inquired into adulterated
liquor at State Hotels?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Not unless the papers are moved for in the
usual way,

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT,
CONGESTION.

Mr, MeCALLUM asked the Premier- 1, Is
be aware that there is a greater congestion
of cases awaiting the decision of Lhe Arbi-
tration Court than at any previous period of
its history? 2, What action do the Govern-
ment contemplate to cxpedite the work »f
tha Court?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Govern-
ment are aware of congestion, but no com-
parison with previous periods has been
made. 2, Proposals are now under con-
gideration.

QUESTION—BASIC WAGE
COMMISSION.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Premicr: 1, Is
it the intention of the Government to appoint
a Basic Wage Commission as authorised by
Parliament during last session? 2, If so, is
it the intention of the Government to appoint
a dircet labour representative on the commis-
sionf . '

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
personnel of the Commission has not yet
been decided.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL PROSECU-
TIONS.

Hon. P. COLLIER agked the GColonial
Seeretary: How many persons have been
prosecuted throughout the State for non-
compliance with the compulsory enrolment
provisions of the Electoral Aet since the
gencral elections of March, 1921¢

[ASSEMBLY.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
Eighty-cight.

replied:

BILLA (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Veterinary Surgeons’ Act Amendment
(No. 2).
2, Kojonup Racecourse.
Tatroduced by the Minister for Agricul-
ture and rcad a first time.

RILL—INSPECTION OF
SCAFTFOLDING.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill,

Clanse 1, agreed to.
Clausc 2—Tnterpretation:

Mr. MeCALLUM: Will the definition of
‘“place’’ include wella®

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. McCALLUM: Ts it the intention to
apply the Bill te wells?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
considercd that the Bill should deal with wells.
t was introduced with the object of con-
trolling scaffolding for the erection of build-
ings. Wells are already dealt with under
other Acts.

Mr. McCALLUM: There arc men, ineclud-
ing plumbers, who have to work in wells re-
pairing pumps, and for whom scaffolding has
to bo erected. Ts there to be ne legislative
protection for them? Engineers also have to
go down wells to repair electrical appliances.
With the extended use of electricity, motora
are displacing windmills in the agricultural
areas for pumping water. The unions coa-
cerned appreached the Government some time
ago with a request that workers engaged in
this form of employment should be brought
within the seope of the Mines Regulation Act.
That request was refused because it wans said
that a well could not be classed as a mine.

The Minister for Mines: That was hardly
the peint. The Mines Regulation Aet applies
only in a proclajmed wmining area.

Mr. MeCALLUM: For that repson it was
said the metropolitan area could not he
classed as a mining district. These men run
considerable risks, ‘When working in wells
they run not only the danger of injury, but
of drowning as well. In some of the Eastern
States legislation of this description i3 not
confined to scaffolding for buildings, but lifts
are alsp ineleded. There should be no ob-
jeetion to ineluding in the Bill provisions
to deal with wells.

The Minister for Works: Don’t you think
you are doing well in gotting a Bill like
this?

Mr. MeCALLUM: This State was sup-
posed to bhe in the van of democratie pro-
gress, but we are drifting to the rear. We
are at least a decade behind the Eastera
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Stutes regarding ovr industrial laws., A Bill
of this Jdeseription has been in operation for
a yuarter of a century in the East,

Mr. Fiesse: Wil not the phrase - whether
akuve or below ground,”” ineluded in the defi-
nition of -+ place,”” vover wells!

Mro MeCALLUM: [ thought so, but the
Minister says it will not do so. 1 have an
ameidment oa the Notice Paper te include
wells in the definition of *‘seaffolding.”” 1
wus under the impresgion that the phrase
quoted woulll cover wells, so far as «
‘“place’” was concerned.

The Minister for Works: That refers to
any man working below ground level in build-
togs,

Mr. MeCALLUM: It applies to basements
and 1 cannot sec why it should not apply to
wells. I appeal to the Minister to agree to
the scope of the Bill being extended to cover
wells.  No logical argument can he advanced
in oppoxition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
not be thonght cither ignorant or indifferent.
I ant aware that many accidents have oecurred
in wells, and [ agree that steps should be
taken to prevent o repetition of those acei-
dentx; bLut T am advised that rather than in-
troduce the provision in this Bill it would be
better to have it inserted elsewhere. I am
stil) awaiting certain papers which have a
bearing on the question, and if the hon. mem-
Ler will allow the point to stand over, 1 will
consitlt the Crown Law Department as to the
hest way of protecting men working in wells,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That in tine 2 of the definition of ‘“scaf-
folding,’’ ‘‘eighlt’’ be struck out and
four’’ inserted dn liewn.

When a small building i under repair, the
practice is te build up a seaffolding by ftie
simple expedient of placing a plank on a
conple of cement barrels, or even with one
end on a harrow and the other on a few
bricks hcaped together. All scaffolding 8ft.
high should be under the supervision of the
inspeetor. | am inclined to think suech seaf-
folding could be better preseribed by regula-
tion than by a provision in the Bill

The Minmister for Works: Do you think the
Bill should apply to one-storied buildings?

Hou, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, T do. We
should provide against aceidents, even on
scaffolding only 8ft. high,

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: T hope the Commit-
tee will not aceept the amendment. The
example quoted by the mover is an absurd
one. Cement barrels, if properly fixed, are
very strong. To suggest that a scaffolding
only 4ft. high should be under the super-
vision of an inspeetor, i3 nonsense.

Mr. PICKERING: I, too, am opposed
to the amendment. TFf it were carried, no-
thing whatever could be done about a place,
ot even a little kalsomining, without noti-
fying the inspecior that scaffolding was being
used. If the Bill is to be effective, it
must not be absurd; we must not redoce

[23)
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it to a farce. All protection must be
given to the lives of the workmen,
but it is carrging it too far to suygest
there is danger when a man is working at a
height of 8ft, above the geound. The
nover of the amendment wants to make the
Bill applicable to single-sioried buildings.
If he suceeeds it will have the effect of
greatly increasing the cost of Duilding.
Moreover, it will be rendering the Bill
farcical,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment is not necessary. [ am aware
that when barrels or barrows or heaps of
bricks are used in a low scaffolding there 1s
the danger that the scatfolding will not be
as firm as it should be, hut T do not like the
{dea of making tbe Bill applicable to oue-
storied buildings. Of course, when it comes
to the erection of the chimneys of even a
one-storied building, the seaffolling rises
above 8ft.; but then such seaffolding is
erected Dby the man who is deing the
work, and he takes good care to see that
it is securc. T agree that the amendment
would add considerably to the cost of amall
huildings, wkile it would not enhance the
security of the workmen,

Mr. McCALLUM: Those memhers opposing
the proposal are illogical. First they claim
that the workmen are already sufficiently
protected; then they say this provision
not necessary and will increase the cost of
building one-storied places.

My, Latham: Both could be right.

Mr. McCALLUM: No, if the workmen are
at present sufficiently proteeted, where will
the incrcased cost come in?

Mr. Latham: Inspection,

Mr. MceCALLUM: Builders do not have
to pay fer inspection.

Mr. A. Thomson: Yes, they do.

. Mr. McCALLUM: No nofice is required
under the Bill.

Mr, A, Thomson: Read paragraph (c) of
Clawse 25. That requires written notice to
he given te an inapeetor.

My, MeCALLUM : That clavse merely
gives authority to make regulations,

Mr, Harrison: The measure could not be
effective unless suech a regulation were made.

Mr. McCALLUM: Where is the logie in
the arguments of members opposite? Their
arguments show they are aware that the
seaffolding being used is not up to standard,
that a lot of money will have to be spent
on it, and that jerry-builders will not be
able any longer to jeopardise men’'s lives
and limbs as they do now. Members opposite
are trying to protect that class of man in-
steadl of the workers enpaged in the
industry,

Mr. Pickering: We are not.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member is
discussing the quality of seaffolding. That
has nothing to do with the height.

Mr. MecCALLUM: That is the test. If
this height be not struck out, all one-storied
buildings will he outside the scope of the
measure. In South Australia the Aet of
1907 limited the height to 16ft. TIn 1908
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that limit was repealed, and no height is
now specified. Yet members here to-day arc
arguing for a height of 8ft, and urging
that anything less will make the c¢ost of
building prohibitive. Those who have been
prompting members opposite——

Mz, Pickering: I ask for a withdrawal of
that statement. 1t is not fair comment.

Hon, P. Collier; It is not very offensive,

My. Pickering: It is very offensive.

Mr, McCALLUM: If the cap fits, wear it.

Mr. Pickering: I ask that the expression
be withdrawn.

Mr, McCALLUM: I shall not withdraw
{t; do as you like.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot ask the hon.
member to withdraw that,

Hon. T. Walker: There is nothing wrong
in prempting.

The Minister for Works :
emphasis rather than the words,

Mr. A. Thomson: It was the ulterior
motive.

Mr, Pickering: I move to disagree with
your ruling, Mr. Chairman,

The CHAIRMAN: T gave no ruling, I
said in my opinion there was nothing to
withdraw.

Mr, Pickering: I consider the hon. mem-
ber’s remark offemsive and ask that it be
withdrawn.

The CHATRMAN: 1 do not think it was
*offensive.

Mr, Pickering: Then T shall appeal against
youy dacision,

The CHATRMAN: The member for Soath
Fremantle may proceed,

Mr. A. Thomson: CGn a point of order,
only two members on this side of the House
bave spoken.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of
orderd

Mr. A. Thomson: T am supporting the pro-
test of the member for Sussex.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of
order.

Mr. A. Thomsen: I am sapporting the hon.
member in disagreeing with your ruling.

1Ion. P. Collier: The hon, member is out
of order.

Mr. A. Thomson:
say.

The CHATRMAXN: The member for Kat-
anning will resume his seat,

Mr. Pickering: I am not going to sit down
under the imputation that the member for
South Fremantle has ecast on me. Only two
members on this side of the House have
spoken and he said we were prompted. T say
we were not prompied.

The CHAIRMAN: In my opinion there is
nothing to withdraw and T cannot lisien fo
you any further.

Mr. McCALLUM:
ceed.

Mr. Pickering:
your ruling{

Mr. McCALLUM:
ruling.

Mr. A, Thomson:

It was the

That is not for you to

T am prepared to pro-
Cannot T disngree with
The Chairman gave mo

That is absurd.

{ASSEMBLY.] -

AMr. MeCALLUM: Of the arguments ad-
vanced, cither the scaffolding is good and
contractors will be put to no additional ex-
pense, or else the scaffolding is bad and new
ptant will invelve expense. 1If the cost of
building construetion is going to be con-
giderably incrcased, it is a clear admission
that the scaffolding used hag not heon up to
standard. If the scaffolding is all that it
should be, there can be no argumeng about in-
creased cxpenditure. A mere charge of 10s,

a year
Mr. A. Thomson: How do you know it will
be 10s. a year?

My, MeCALLUM:
in the Eastern States.
Mr. A. Thomson:
will be charged here.

Mr. Pickering: What logic is thcre be-
hind your rcasoning?

Mr. Me¢CALLUM: Unless the hon. mein-
ber admits that -he is assisting to keep in
power a Government sv incompetent that they
ecannot acdminister an Act as economically as
can the South Australian Govermnmient, there
is no force behind his interjection. 1t was
stated that a fall from a seaffold on a one-
storied building would not be likely to cause
serious bodily injury. An employee of the
Works Department named Maher, engaged
in painting at the Claremont hospital, was
standing on a plank resting on 2 kerosene
case. The plank broke and he fell,
fracturing several ribs.

Mr, A, Thomson: You had better reduce
the height to one foot.

Mr, McCALLUM: L prefer that no height
be specified.

The Minister for Works: [ have known
men to get their legs broken through slipping
abeut 134in,

Mr. McCALLUM:
protected.

The Minister for Works: We are all con-
vinced they should be protected, but there is
a difference of opinion as to whether the pro-
tection should starl on the ground, or at a
height of 8ft.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The lives and limbs of
the employces ought to be protected. [If that
principle is admitted why limit the height in
this case to 3ft. or over? Apparently, if a
man is killed through falling from a greater
height than that, there will be an inquiry
into the aceident, but the whole thing will
be passed over if he falls from a height
of less than 8ft.

The Minister for Works: Ncthing of the
sort was said. Of cowrse ther: would have to
he a ecoroner’s infquest.

Mr, MeCALLUM: The Minister will not
listen to any compromise.

The Ceoloninl Serretary:  Accidents may
happen no matter what is put into the Bill

The Mipister for Works: And eompensa-
tion would be paid in the event of an acei-
dent.

Mr., McCALLUM: “What is compensation
against the loss of 2 man’s life? South Aus-

[ know what is charged

You do not know what

These men should he
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ralin in 1908 met the very situation over
xhich we are now quibbling,

"The Minister for Works: You are argu-
ng that we are not eoncerned abuui the lives
wnd limbs of the worker. That is not so.

Mr, McCALLUM: If T am wrong let the
Bill be altered to indicate the Minister’s senti-
nents.

The Minister for Works: Tt is right as it
8. I am sorry 1 was not at the confercnce,
Why should people attend o conference and
say one thing there and deny having said it
wfterwards?

Mr, MeCALLUM: There has never been
my agreement on our part to a limitation of
3ft.  The Bill as it is will not cover
half the men engaged in the building trade,

The Minister for Works: 1t ia a step for-
ward.

Mr, McCALLUM: That iz the best that
zan be said of 1t. We are a quarter of a
century behind the other States.

The Minister for Works: What have von
been doing all that time?

Mr. MeCALLUM: T have been bere only
two years. What has the Minister been do-

ing?

The CHAIRMAN : Let us stick to the
eight feet.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Thal is what T wish to
iter.

The Minister for Worka: We have just as
murh regard for the working manr as you
have.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I want to see that in-
terest shown in a concrete form. This Bifl
does not show it,

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you say that 50 per
ient. of the aceidents have occurred in the
«ase of sinple storied buildings?

Mr, MeCALLUM: No. The Bill leaves
mt 50 per eent. of the men concerned. I
1o not want any limitation at all

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I did not think
my amendment would eause so much conster-
tation. My view is that the matter shovld be
left entirely to regulations, and that it could
be set out what kind of scaffolding shounld be
srected for the different buildings. It wonld
really be far better not to limit the height at
all, thovgh 4ft. is a fair compromise.

Mr. PICKERING: The history of build-
ings in this State supports my argument.
This Bill will inercase the eost of building,
beeause of the nomher of inspretors who will
1ave to be employed to see that its provisions
are earried into effeet. Ts a buoilding that is
being erected in the far porth to be hung
1p until the Government inspector has visited
it? That would be absurd. T alse obhject
:0 motives being imputed when 2 member
puts forth a certain line of argmment, and
to its being suggested that he is prompted
by outside bodies. T am argming this gues-
tion as it appeals to me persomally. I have
just as much care and anxiety for the lives
of workmen as has the member for South
Fremantle. A contractor could mot obtain
ingurance against his risks under the Em-
ployers’ Liability and Workers? Compensation
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Acts unless the insurance companies were
thoroup bly satisfied that he took every care
with his scaffolding. The coat of administer-
ing this nwasure will fall upon the man who
builds. and the cost of building Js now ex-
cessively high in Western Australia.  The
amendment will tend to increase the cost still
further,

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 support the care
which has been put forward by the member
for Swesex, The amendment will invelve extra
cost, We are asked to stipulate that the in-
spectors of the Public Works Department
shall be the judges of the sufficiency of seaf-
folding.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: Do you think the
officers of the Public Works Department are
fools?

Mr. A, THOMSON: XNot at all, but the
only appeal is to the Minister. Clause 23,
paragraph (e), provides that regulations may
be made for—-

The manner in which scaffolding and
gear shall be set up, buil, maintained,
and vsed; the construction and placing of
swinging stages or scaffolds, gantries, and
gear so as to emsure safety; requiring writ-
ten notice to be given to an inspector be:
fore the ercetion of scaffolding, which
notice shall state the estimated cost of the
work in connection with which scaffolding
is intended to be used.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is to be fixed
by regulatien.

Ar, A. THOMSON: Quite so. The mem-
ber for South FPremantle thinks the inspection
fec will be 10s. My knowledge of bnilding
op.-rittions Irads me to think that the inspee-
tion fee will be based on the value of the
work to be construeted.  Mumicipal councils
now vharge building fees on the basis of the
value of the structure. Therefore this meas-
ure seems likely to involve considerable in-
eroz-e in Luilding costs. With reference to
the amendment, let me point out that the
desk at which T am standing is 4ft. high.
To suggest sueh a height for scaffolding
under this Bill is ridienlous. No one has a
right to say that members on this side of
the Chamber are careless of the lives of men,
Let us not intimate that this or tbat hon,
member is out to save a few paltry pounds
at the cost of men's lives. My forty years’
experience of the huilding trade enables me
to state that hon. members will be quite safe
in adhering to the definition as printed.

Mr. CORBOY: I find it hard to understand
the opposition to the amendment. Indeed, I
consider that the amendment might well have
cut ont the height altogether. Any erection
useld as a seaffolding should be subject to
inspection. Men have fallen ns much as 20
feet and got out of it with a few sgeratehes;
other men, falling a few fect, have suffered
serious injuries and even lost their lives.

Mr. DAVIES: It makes little difference
whether the height in this definition is fixed
at 4ft. or §ft. What really does concern men
emploved in the building trade i3 that there
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shall be decent material used for building
seaffolding.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That can be dealt

with by regulation,

Mr., DAVIES: Yes, and I have an amend-
ment to that effect on the Notice Paper.
The difficuity about the 4 feet is that one has
to notify the department before proceeding
to ereet scaffolding. A regulation to that
effect will undoubtedly be made. On a two-
storicd building while the men put in the
foundation, there is time to notify the de-
partment of the intention to ecrect seaffold-
ing, and an inspeetor can eome along before
the building cxceeds four, six or eight fect.
Otherwise, the work may be hung up until an
inspeetor comes along.

The Minister for Works: You could not
proceed with the work menntime.

Mr. DAVIES: On a division I would vote
for fixing no height at all. The real base
in this Bill is the horizontal one, from whicly
a man may slip, and perhaps lose his
life. What we should be covncerned about is
the quality of the material that is used.
Go into most buildings in eourse of erection
to-day and you will probably find that plas-
terers have a plank across a couple of step
ludders, and arc using that as scaffolding.
Even with scaffolding under 8ft. there should
be used approved material.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The speakers who have
taken exception to my statement that there
was nothing in the Bill to say that permis-
sion had to be obtained before scaffolding
was erected, have proved my case. They
have stated that regulations may he framed
to that end. I eannot understand the argu-
ment being seriously advanced that the ob-
taining of permissior would mean delay in
construction. How many applications must
a controctor make before hLe starts opera-
tions¥ He must go to the local authorities,
he has to approach the Water Supply De-
partment, and he has to proceed in other
dircctions before he can make a commence-
ment with his work, If he attemps to make
a start without getting permission frown the
varions authorities, those authorities can step
in and tear down what he has done, The
member for Guildford has given notice of
an amendment which he says will cover the
position, But what is-the use of making
provision by regulation te do something in
connection with a secaffold under Sft. in
height when the Bill excludes all scaffolding
up to 8ft.¥ Where i3 the sense in such a
proposal? What is the use of ecarrying on
like that? We will be passing a law which,
by all appearances, will have very little effect
and will net eover more than 50 per cent. of
those engaged in the industry. While we are
on the job, why cannot we do the thing
properly, and reach the standard of the
other States?

The Minister for Works: Do you aecept
everything that is adopted in the other
States?

[ASSEMBLY. |

Mr, McCALLUM: I am not arguing in
that way; I want to aceept for our own
cmployeas everything that is of advantage to
employees elsewhere. Yt am surprised that
there i3 so much opposition to our desire to
attain the standard of fhe other States. T
hope that even now the Minisier will agree to
the amendment proposed.

Mr. DAVIES: I have always believed,
and still believe, {hat before regulations can
become law they must lie on the Table of
this House for a period of three weeks and
that therc they can be perused by members.

Hon. P. Collier: AM regulations have to
be laid on the Table, but there is no com-
pulsion on the part of Ministers to frame
rcgulations,  You may pass an Act whieh
provides that regulations may be made, bnt
the Government need wot wake them.

Mr. DAVIES: Ts it not then competent
for a member to draw attention to the fact
that during the discussion on the Bill the
intention was made clear that regulations
would be framed, and that the Bill should
not become law until such time as the wishes
of members in respect of those regulations
had been carried out? A man may proceed
with the work of erecting scaffolding before
obtaining permission to do so; ail inspector
may come olong, and he can say that the
scaffolding, whether it be 2ft. or even 1ft.
in height, is not being erected in accordance
with the regulations.

Mr. MeCallum: But scaffolding under 8ft.
will he exempt altogether if the definition i3
earried.

_Mr. Munsie: The Government will not be
able to make regulations to govern seaffold-
ing under S8ft.

Mr. DAVIES: T am guided in this matter
by the advice of the Solicitor General.

Hon. P. Collier: The Aect will not be able
te touch anything under 8ft.

Mr. DAVIES: TUnder the amendment we
shal be going from the Act to the regula-
tions.

Hon. P. Collier: The regulations cannot
overrido the Act.

Mr. DAVIES: That is admitted. It is
not a question of height but of the materials
nsed.

Mr. A, Thomson: And you have the advice
of the Solieitor General.

Hon. P. Collier: And the Solicitor General
i never wrong!

Mr. DAVIES: I do not consider him in-
fallible. 1 knew that opposition might arise
to this proposal because [ discussed it with
men in the industry.

Mr. Hughet: Did the Solicitor General say
the amendment was not in contravention of
this clause? '

AMr. DAVIES: No, he did not. The amend-
ment seeks to give the Government power to
preseribe by regulation that the timber used
for structures less tham 8ff. high shall be
substantial. Experience only can show
whether my suggestion will meet the posi-
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tion. After all, it is a question of the
materials to be uwsed. I have szeen Iaths
1%in, by in., nailed across doorways amd
a plapk pnr across them. Men have dome
that and worked on the plank, without being
required te do so by their employers. T1£
provision were made as [ suggest, te men
conld not do that,

Ion. W. . ANGWIN: T am afraid the
Solicitor Gencral has given another opinion,
Hon, P Collier: That is not wnusual,
Hon, W, U, ANGWIN: L cannot see how
we can  provide for regulations referring
to structures under 8ft. high, beeavse they
will not Dbe scaffolds within the meaning
of the interpretation clause. When the mem-
ber for Katanming was speaking, T inger-
jected that departimental officials were not all
fools.  Every nmian in the architectural divi-
sion of the Public Works Deparfment knows
that there is no necessity to provide speeial
seaffolding for the country distriets or for
smpll buillings in (he wmetropolitan  area,
beezuse the joists are uvsed to save ex-
pense,  F£ regulations  were  drafted, the
officials would <ee that joists were per-
mitted. They are subseguently used wmder
the floors and thus expense is  saved.
I do not believe that the Minister intended
tkat this meagure shonld he a means of build-

ing up expense.

Mr, Money: [t should bhe a
strength every time.

Hon. W, ., ANGWIN: That is so. There
would not be sueh stringent regulations for
a buwilding 20 fcet high as for one 70 feet
high. 1 do not anticipate for a moment that
the Minister, or the officials, would draft
rcgulations making it necessary for a man
to apply for permission every time he de-
sires to kalsoinine or paper a room, That
would be absurd. On the other hand, if a
man were to use cement casks and a plank,
it would be safe; if he used kerosepe cases
on top of the casks, it would become
dangerous, That shows the wvecessity for
dcaling with this matter by way of regula-
tions.

Mr. HUGHES: The amendment suggested
by the member for Guildford really supports
the contention of the member for South Fre-
mantle that there should be no limit as 1o
height, and the Government should be per-
mitted to make regulations to cover scaffold-
ing generally. The definition of scaffolding
exeludes anything below 8ft.  The amend-
ment by the member for Guildford proposes
to legislate for structures under 8ft.
do not see how regulations can be framed
to deal with them, seeing that they are ex-
¢luded under the interpretation clause.

Mr. Mann: Tf a wan dintends to run vp a
scaffolding to a height of 16ft., we should
make ‘sure of the strength of the first dit.

Mr. HUGHES : Surely the member for
Perth does not suggest that inspections can
be made onlv of senffolding above 8ft. in
height.

Hon. P. Collier: That is his idea all right.

matter of
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Mr. HUGHES: The member for Guildford
is in agreement with the member for South
Fremantle that there should he no limit,

Mr. Davies: You need not argue that; I
said so.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so. The amend-
ment is not necessary if no limit js fixed,

Mr. Davies: The member for East Perth
misses the point altogether. The point is
that any siructure not exceeding Sft. in
height “*shall be of such malerial and of
sieh sabstantial charaeter as preseribed. -

My, HUGHES: Regulations made to govern
such structures would be incongistent with
the Bill, in view of the interpretation clause.
They may lead to litigation on that point.
[ support the ameninent by the member for
North-Fast Fremantle.

Progress reported.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 730 pon,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-24.
In Cammittee of Supply.

Debate resumed from 25th August on the
Treaasurer’s Financial Statement and on the
Annunal Estimates; Mr. Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote—Legistative Couneil, £1,091:

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.33]:
Having so recently on the Address-in-reply
spoken  at  considerable length concerning
the Govermnent s poliey and administration,
I wish to assure members T have no inten-
tion of repeating the offence to-night. There
i, in faet, very little that is new to be said
regarding the affuirs of the Government, and
I do not wish toe weary members with neea-
less repetition. [ ihink I c¢ap claim on
behalf of the members of the presant Opposi-
tion that we have never lonked at the ques-
tion of the public finances through party-
coloured spectacles. Whilst exercising our
right and performing what we regard a3 our
duty to criticise the policy of the Adminis-
tration where we helieved 4t was necessary,
we have endeavoured to do so free from any
desire to make party capital out of the
finaneial position of the State. [ am pleased
the Treasurer has been able to close the
finnuneial yvear with a considerably reducea
deficit, Two or three vears ago I expressed
the opinien that if the Treasurer were to
suceeeld in reducing the formidable annual
deficits to which we have become aceustomed
by, say, from £100,000 to £200,000 per
annum, it would not be long hefore we should
rcach the point where revenue and expendi-
ture would balanee, and that if he succeeded
in deing that, he would do very well indeed.
So I think we can all join in expressions of
satisfaction that the deficit for the year has
been considerably reduced. We hape, more-
over, that the estimate of the shoriage on
revenue account which the Treasurer sub-
mitted to the Chamber with his Budget
Specch, namely £208,000 for the present
vear, will be realised. By the way, I notice
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the Treasurer hag a trick, if I may so
deseribe it, of always putting forward ag an
estimate, a sum just a little below the
bundred thousand pounds. In a recent year
his estimate was £398,000, and for the
eurrent vear it is £298,000. I suppose it 18
done on the same principle ag that which
actuates the draper when he marks up his
goods at 117%d.

The Premier:
comes out.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The sum of £298,000
docs not secm to be nearly so large as £301,
000, although actually there is but little dif-
ference between them. However, I hope the
Treasurer Wwill realise his estimate and that
we shall eontinue the improvement until, in
the near future, we balance our ledger, But
it is essential that therc should be no relaxa-
tion of our cfferts to balance the ledger. We
must ever keep in mind the fact that for a
population as small as ours we bave, during
the past 10 or 12 years, built up a deficit that
is really cnormous, The total deficit of
£3,901,000 is indeed a very large one for our
small population. As we all know, the de-
ficit has to be funded, has to be met from
trust funds and borrowed money upon which
interest has to be paid. If we caleulate the
interest on the acenmulated deficit at five per
cent., we get o sum of £300,000 per annum;
thut is to say, we have added to our annual
burden of expenditure—and probably for the
next 25 or 30 years, during the currency ot
the loan—no less a sum than £300,000. So in
the interests of the State and of future tax-
payers, it is ecssential that that condition of
things should be altered as speedily as pos-
sible. The Treasurer has been fortunate in
that he has had an expanding revenue each
vear. In round figures, the total revenne fur
last year was £7,200,000, the largest in the
history of the State. Tt cxcceded the revenuve
of the previous year by £300,000, and was
£2. 630,000 greater than the revenue of six
rears ago, n very considerable increase.

Hon. W, €. Augwin: Nearly 50 per cent.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Unfortunately, side
by side with the increased revenne there has
bheen increased expenditnre. We hnow how
the war inereased our expenditure in many
directions. Still, ay I have previously stated,
there should be greater opportunity to ad-
just the finances on an expanding revenue
than conld be hoped for om one diminishing.
As I huve said, the revenue lask year was
£2.630,000 greater than that of six yeara ago.
To some extent it was due to the fact that
we have received largely increased sums from
taxation. The receipts from direet taxation
last year were £580,000 in excess of the sum
so reeceived six years ngo. For the present
financial year the Treasurer estimates to re-
ccive from this source £1,016,000. Last year
the sum received wag £987,000. All must re-
cognise that the £1,016,000 which the Treas-
urer expects to receive thig year is an epor-
moug sum te be drawn by direct taxation
fiom a community of 342,000 people. Under
tho heading of *Territorial,’’ that is to say

I cannot help the way it
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mining, timber, and lands, there was received
Inat year £403,000, while under the heading
of ‘‘Commonwealth’’ the Treasurer received
£583,000. Under those three headings,
““Tnxation,’’ ‘‘Territorial’’ and ¢ Common-
wealth,’’ the total amount received was
£1,973,000. I mention these figures in order
to compare them with our interest and aink-
ing fund charges. Our interest charges last
year were £2,561,24G, and our sinking fund
payments amounted to £242,000, or a total
of interest and sinking fund of £2,803,000.
In other words, we paid out in interest and
sinking fund £829,000 in cxcess of the re-
ceipts under the three headings, ‘‘ Taxation,”’
¢“Territorial’’ and ‘‘Commonwealth.’” I
mention these figures in order to bring home
to members the importance of wisely expend-
ing borrowed money. We have certainly heen
expending considerable sums of borrowed
money during vecent years. I am not com-
plaining of that, beecause I realise that a bor-
rowing policy is inseparable from an active
policy of development in z State like West-
ern  Australia. TIn 1919-20 we bhorrowed
£2,663,320; in 1920.21, £2,586,404; 1921.22,
£9,454,925, and in 1922.23, £3,380200, Last
year’s cxpenditure of loan money was the
second largest for any one year. The total
expenditure for the four years waw £11,083,-
000. During the sume period the total popula-
tion of the State has increased by only 18,000
persons, and I am afraid there is a possibility
of our Dorrowing at a rate that is not in
satisfactory ratio to the inerease in popula-
tion. Tn 1919 our net public debt amounted
to £37,000,000—I am deducting the sinking
fund which now exceeds £8,000,000—and at
the present time it stands at £49,000,000. The
deht per head of population four years ago
was £117 and at present it is £142, an increase
in fonr years of £25 per head of total popu-

lation. That inerease i8 enormous,
The Premier: Te settle the soldiers cost us
£5,500,000,

Hen. P. COLLTIER: T admit this has heen
occasioned to a considerable extent hy the
expenditure of Ioan monevs nceessary to re-
patriate our soldicrs and place them on the
land.

The Premier: Sixty-one per cent. of the
total borrowings was lent to individuals for
agricultural deévelopment.

Hon, P. COLLTER: That is a good thing.
We shall not reap the benefit of that cx-
penditure immediately, but it should come to
us in the near future. Unfortunately, a ¢on-
siderable portion of the £5,500,000 spent on
soldier settlement was not devoted to bring-
ing new land inte production or cultivation.
A ennsiderable portion was oxpended to pur-
chase estates, and I am afraid that with a
great percentage of them it was a  ques-
tien of buying out some men and put-
ting others in their places. Although
we  increased our loan indebtedness by
so doing, we have not puved the way to a
corresponding increase in production. This
was due Inrgely to the fact that the soldiers
were (isinclined to take up virgin country,
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and the responsibility of the State was to do
the hest possible for them,

The Premier: The trouble was that pre-
parations had not been made beforchand to
plaee them on the land.

flon. P, COLLIER: Preparation was not
made ahead, and the soldiers were seeking
ready-made farms in preference to virgin
country. For that we cannot blame them.
The reduced deficit last year was due largely,
if not entirely, to the expenditure of these
large sums of borrowed money. We know
perfectly well that by expending £1,000,000
of loan money a year, we increase the flow
of money through the various channels of
Government activity, and it comes back to
the Treasury in the form of revenue. The
improved condition of the finances had been
due almost entirely to the expenditure of loan
moneys, and oot to any inherent improvement
in our ecomomic conditions. More than half
the deficit in recent years bas been due to
the loss on the working of our railway svs-
tem.

The Premier: Five-sevenths of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Two years ago the
deficiency resulting from the working of our
railways was £454,000.

The Premier: And the

sinking fund
amounts to £114,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am dealing with
working expenses and interest omly; I am
not taking sinking fund into aceount. This

iz an enormous sum, relatively speaking, to
lose on one public utility. [n 1921.22 the
loss was considerably reduced, the total then
heing £288,000, and in the year that has just
closed, the shortage was not the amount pub-
lished in the Press to-day, £62,000, but
£92,000,

The Premier: That is se.

Hen. P, COLLIER: This represents a very
considerable reduction upon the shortage of
£454,000 of two years apo. Therefore the
improvement in our finances iz largely due
to the improved position of the railways, and
this in turn is attributable to the expenditvre
of horrowed inoney having created greater
activity in the Railway Department. [ com-
mend the leading article in this morning’s
‘“West Australian’’ to the eareful attention
of membera. T suppose I am entitled to say
a friendly word regarding that journal, inas-
much as I occasionally indulge in eriticism
of it.

The Premier: You are not referring to the
f*Worker,’' are you?

Hon, P. COLLIER: No; the ‘‘Worker,”?
like the ‘*West Australian,”’ T suppose, is
wenerally right, but oeeasionally wrong,

The Premier: What about the ‘¢ Primary
Producer’’¢

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is always right;
its record iz 100 per cent. accuracy in policy
and faet. The position as analysed in the
leading article in this morning’s ‘‘ West Aus-
tralian’’ i3 worthy of deep study. T hope
that members will take it to heart and that
as a eonsequence there may be a change of
view by many memrbers sitting on the Gov-
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ernment side, The finaneial difficulties of the
State in recent years have been largely due
to our havinp been overbuilt in railway mile-
age proporiionately to population. We have
pursaed a wrong policy, in that we have been
opening up the lands in the outer arcas and
running railways thither at great expense
when there was not sufficient traflic to warrant
the outlay, and at the same time the lands
nearer at hand are not developed to a reason-
able extent. That is a bad poliey, and I fear
the Government are still intent on pursuing
it. Parliament has already authorised the
construetion of a railway from Pemberton to
Denmark, estimated to cost £800,000.

The Premier: No, £600,000, and do not
forget that your friends have another railway
too.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That railway is war-
rnated. According to the testimony of the
Minister for Agriculture, it should have besn
built 10 years ago.

Hon, T. Walker: It was promised over 20
years ago.

My, Pickering: And the Minister said it
should have spur lines, too,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not only should the
direct connection be made, but spur lines
also should be built,

Mr. Harrison: The Esperance line is not
alone in that respect.

Hon. T. Walker: 8ir John Forrest, in his
day, promised that line.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the old-settled
rurnl distriets of the State, which many of us
years ago—knowing less of the State's agri-
enltural possibilities than we¢ now know—re-
carded as the garden of the State, the areas
through York, along the Great Southern rail-
way and through to Toodyay

The Premier: D¢ not leave out Nertham.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Northam, too, may be
included—we had been led to belicve that
right down the Avon Valley was the garden
of the State, or at any rate that this area
contained some of our best agricultural land.

The Minister for Works: So far as it had
then heen discovered.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The pioneers who came
here 80 or 90 years ago, the grandmother of
the member for West Perth and others, were
very shrewd folk because, although they
knew nothing about the State, had no one
to meet them on the wharf and take them to
homes or institutions, no one to deliver flowery
orations as to the fortune awaiting them in
this golden country, although they had to
face the scrub and the blacks and all the
other disabilities that the member for Pilbara
told us had resulted in the building up of a
hardy, pioneering race—

Mr. Underwuod: They had the advantage
of not having to listen to the orations.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am pleased I have
not inflicted any of those orations om the
migrants, and I hope this sort of thing will
be eliminated and that the new-comers will
be allowed to make their own way without
the aid of so much talk. The pioneers dis-
played a great knowledge of the State’s agri-
caltural possibilities, because they trekked to
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the bush, selected land and made homes for
themselves in spots that even after the
lapse of 90 years are considered to be un-
surpassed.

Hon. T. Walker: They picked the eyes out
of the evuntry all right,

lon. P, COLLIER: They proved very
good judges. Of course they were entitled to
it and | am very pleased that things turned
out so. [t would he regretiable if they had
been sufliciently unfortunate in their choiee
to selert poorer country, hecause they might
then have hocome disheartened, notwithstand-
ing their imlomitahle spirit, and drifted hack
1o the old country.

" The Minister for Warks: They could not
return; they had burnt their bridges hehind
them.

Hon, P. COLLIER: In these arcas which
we know contain good land, population has
heen for mauy vears practically at n stand.
still.  According to the census the population
has decreased.  The Premier has frequently
denied that there were considerable arveas of
good land along existing railways that were
not being vtilised to their fullest eapacity.

The Premier: T will take the House wp
there and we will see, We will have a trip,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not know that
many of us would I good judges,

The Premier: We will risk that.

Hon. I'. COLLIER: If the House goes there
in the spring when the wild flowers arve out,
and the hioom is on the trees, and the catfle
are browsing on the hillside, we may think
that everything is looking lovely in the farm-
ing areas. Travelling in a c¢omfortable
special train or in a motor car is different
from rising at 6 o’¢lock in the morning
year after year elearing, working, and carry-
ing on the development of a farm.

The Colonial Sceretary: That is late in
those districts,

The Premier: We will take a walking tour,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We might gain more
knowledge of the country if we walked than
if we travelled by other means. We still
have considerable arcas of land in districts
eloser to Perth that onght to be uotilised and
brought into produnctive use, without the ex-
penditire of loan moneys on publie works.
We are poing to spend £800,000 on a railway
in the Sputh-West, and large sums of money
in other districts. That is not a sound or
wise policy, whilst we have land nearer to
the capital and the port of shipment and to
our wmarkets, that ean bhe bronght into pro-
ductive use without the expenditure of
large sums of horrowed money. T am sorry
the Government Lave not indicated that they
intend to reintroduce a Closer Settlement Bill
during this session. One is long overdne.
No attempt is made to bring into use these
Iarge holdings, cxcept those that are volun-
tarily offered to the Geovernment for pur-
chase. There is no power to compulsorily re-
sume.

The Premier: We passed a Bill twice in
thia House.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hou, P. COLIAER: The Premier ought to
join with our pelicy at the next general elee-
tiong for the removal of the obstruction. We
pught to go to the conntry together on that
poliex, the policy of removing the obstrue-
tion that was respousible for the loss of the
Closer Settlement Bill.  If we did that, we
might have something of value to go on when
the new Parliament moets next year. Neo
matter frow the Upper Mouse may stand in
tite way of progress or in the path of develop-
went, however, it must not bhe nterfered
with,

The Prewier: You have a good many mem-
hory there.

Hon, P. COLLIER: And we shall have an-
other on Saturday next, 1 am pleased to sav.

The Premier: Mr. Aller has not gone over
to you, has he?

Hon, P. COLLIETR: No, but he will fail
to get in.

The Minister for Works: He will go ont
to thank his constitnents for putting him in.

Hon, P, COLLIER: We are the only State
in the Commonivealth that does wot possess
legislation that provides for the ¢compulsery
resumption of large estates, The other States
have found it necessary fo make this pro-
vigion. Tu New Sonth Wales and Queensland
there arve to-day theiving agrieultural towns
situated in districts and areas that 25 or 30
years ago were merely sheeep walks, The
large holdings served their purpose in the
carly days. They were an inducement in
thuse pioncering times to people to go ont
into the distant parts of the Commonwenlth.
To-day, owing to the pressure of population
anil the need for the utilisation of lands
nearer to the ports, it has heen found neces-
sary to pass legislation in the other States
te make is possible to compulsorily resume
those areas and force them into use and
settiement,

The Premicr: 1
power, too.

Hon. P. COLLTER: This session is an
opportune onc to seck that power, and to
send the Bill back to another place. Tt would
then be more likely to be made an issue at
the coming eclections.

Tl:e Premicr: We have had it twice.
ig an election for the Counecil in May,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The elections do not
secwn to have any effeet upon another place. Tt
is only when members of this House, and the
elcetors who return them to this Chamber,
take ap a natter, and make it a live issue,
that we are likely to have any chance.

Mrs. Cowan: Several members of the
Council are going up for election next May,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The only way we are
likely to bring about their defeat upon the
issne of closer settlement is by liberalising
the franchise. So long as it is 2 House of
privilege, elected mainly by property inter-
ests, and representing property interests, so
long will it continue tfo reject measures
which attempt in any way to affect the
welfare of property holders,

hope we shall get that

There
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The Premier: The electors will not hother
to go to the poll now.

Hon. P. (‘OLLIER: Even those who have
ihe might to vote take hut little interest in
the Legislative Couacil. Tt is time we
liberalised the franchise. We should find
then that the clectors wh® take a fairly live
interest in the elections for the Legisiative
Assombly would take a similar interest in
those for another place. Tt cannot be said
that the people as a whole are indifferent
to the privilege of the franchise. In my
clectorate there was polled at the last elee-
tions the highest percentage of votes east
in the State, namelv 84 per ecnt. of the total
envelment.  Many of the remaining 16 per
cent, had 1eft the district or the State. Of
thase who were entitled to vote, 96 per cont.
or 87 per vent, voted.

The Premier: That is very unusual.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but it is not
upugnal for 63 to 7O per cent. of the people
to vote in most of the consiituencies.
Having regard to the voting in the other
States | should say this is not a bad per-

centage. 1t is time a move forward was
made ‘in the watter of land taxation. Our

land tax has not been amended since it was
originally introdured in 1906. The incidence
of land taxation remains the same to-dav as
when il was passed many vears ago. Not-
withstanding that we have passed through
extraordinary times during the intervening
vears, no change has been wade, althongh
it has been found necessary to amend, alter
or increase cvery other form of taxation.
The total amount hronght to revenue to-day
as a resunlt of land taxation is only abent
£75,000.

The Minister for Works :
neople get a good slice of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They do not get much
of our land tax. There is an exemption of
£5,000 nnder the Federal Aect, and I notice
that pastoral holders are to be exempt for
the fufure. There has been an enormous
aceretion of land values during recent years,
Values in the agricnltural areas have not
incregsed very much. Our agrieultural lands
to-day are the cheapest in the world. Tand
that is capable of production, in the way
that our agriculinral areas are, cannot bhe
bongit, I believe, in any other part of the
world for the priece that is asked for it here.
The values are not high. To those who
represent more particnlarly the country dis-
triets, and belong to the Country Party, I
say they are entirely mistaken with regard
io the effect of the incidence of a properly
regulated or seientifically adjusted land
values taxation. Tt is not upon the holder
of broad acres in the agricultural areas, who
is working and cultivating his land, that
the incereased faxation would fall. Tt would
apply mainly to values in the eity, where
owners eontribrte very little to the increased
value. For the man whoe works his land it
must be said that no matter how the land
may inerease in value, it does so largely
as a result of his own energyv., work and
enterprise, nided of course by the expendi-

The TFederal
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ture of public funds gr railways, water sup-
plies and public facilities of that kind. [t
is different with the owner of eity land. All
the work of development in the country, all
the vapenditure of loan moneys on pulilie
works in the country, no matter in what re-
mote part of the State, fends to increase
the value of vity laod. [t is through the
#ity that all the prodnee of the country
perenlates. Althoongh the landlord in the eiry
does norhing to add to the value of his land.
whilst he sleeps it is increasing in value as
n result of the energy, enterprise and work
of other ciftizens of the community, and as u
reswtlt of the expenditure of publie funds te
whiel the general taxpuyer has to contri-
bute. Al the time the landlord is growing
in wealth,  Teday owr land tax, %urt:i(-w
larly  as  affecting  city  values, 18 an
ahanrdity. The tax ef 1,d. in the pound for
improved land is one of the smallest land
taxes in Australia,

The Premier: | do not think they have
any land tnx iu New South Wales.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T think so.

Hon. W, ", Angwin: Flere they do not pay
any,

Hon. P. COLLIER : Of course not. I
once hail a blork of land in the wvity,
and paid ¥s, 84. a year upon it.  The
time is overdwe for a re-examination of
the incidence of our land taxation,
T do not know why the Government have not
touched the question in recent years, espeei-
ally when the need for inereased revenue has
been so great. Whilst we allow landlerds,
and particularly the city landlord, to reap the
reward of other men’s labour in developing
the Stute, we are forced by the financial
necessities of the State to levy inereased tolls
upon the producers by raising railway rates.
Instead of increasing our railway rates, as
in some cases we have done, to the point of
retarding development, and preduction in the
outer areas, we should have kept those rates
as low as possible, and obtained additional
revenue by means of increased land taxation.
particularly taxation om city lands.

Mr, Pickering: Have you ever worked out
how muech would be required from that souree
tn relieve the railway rates?

Hon. P. COLLTER: T have not; but T
should sax, roughlv, that if we were to re-
duee railway rates to the extent of £100,000
annrally and give that considerablle relief to
the producers, it wonld be a henefit to the
State all round. We should get that money
from those who ought to pay it, who have
no rlaim whatever to consideration. High
railway charges arc to be avoided wherever
possible.

The Premier: A hundred thonsand would
not make mueh difference.

Houn, P. COLLIER: Tt would have a pretty
considerable effect, T think. High railway
charges hamper development in every way.
Persons who bought land a few vears ago
and sat down to do nothing with it are to-day
in wmany cases reaping & reward of tem or
twenty times their outlay. There is no
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question that the Parliament and the people
of Western Australia must devote them-
selves to the development of primary indus-
tries, seeing that we have so very little
opportunity to establish secondary indus-
tries. A policy primarily of land settle-
ment must be encouraged. I hope all is
going well with the group seftlements, but
I would ask the Premier to give members a
little wore information than bas been made
available during the past few months. It is
nearly two years since the first group settle-
ment was established, and to-day we have 78
groups in various parts of the South-West,
with 1,400 men upon them, Especially during
the past 12 months there has been much
activity, More than half a million pounds,
I believe, has been cxpended upon group
settlements during the past finaneial year.
The Premicer: That is altogether.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; but the work
-should now be far encugh advanced to cn-
able the Premier to give the House some in-
formation as to costs and resnlts to date.
The hon. gentleman should be in a position
to tell us what the average cost of clearing
bas been so far, or say during the past six
months.  We all realise that the success or
failure of these group settlements dcpends
largely upon the eapital eost of the work.
Up to a certain capital expenditure, land can
bu oceupied and worked profitably. But if
tiie capital cost goes beyond a certain point,
the land becomes an unprofitable proposition
to the holder. T am rather sorry that the
Premier has not given us any information
whatever as to the actval results of the work
performed during the past 12 months, and as
to the actual costs incurred in doing that
work. Suveh information would enable mem-
bers to discuss the question more intelli-
wently. I realise, and I suppose the Premier
has realised from the beginning, that much
of the expenditure on group settlements in
the South-West will bave to be written down.
We eannot expeet, having regard to the eir-
cumstances in whieh the work has been
underiaken, to earry through year by year
witbout incurring some losses. Indeed, the
faet of losses having been made is diselosed
already in the report of the Royal Commis-
sion which inquired into soldier settlement.

Mr. Pickering: But that experience of
losses should be a deecreasing factor.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes. Oune can under-
stand that at the beginning the cost was ex-
cesgive. From one group to another, it should
he a diminishing quantity. It is rather a
pity that we have not been able to pursue
the policy advocated by the member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) at the primary pro-
dAueers’ eonference.  But in the nature of
things it would not he possible to do that.
The member for Sussex suggested that the
cheapest results in elearing would be obtained
if the Government got a gang of qualified
clearers and let them proeeed from group to
group, so that the experience gained in one
group would be of benefit on the next. There
are new scttlers going on each group; and
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although, of course, the foreman will have
gained experience and will be able to pass
that experience on to the new settlers, still,
by the present process it is not possible to
get the same resolts as would aecrue if the
work of clearing were all done by experienced
zangs. *

The Premier: It is not a wages job.

Hon, P. COLLIER: No; but if we have
men clearing on the sustenance basis of 10s.
a day, and if they are inefficient, or unacous-
tomed to the work, it naturally follows that
the clearing will cost much more; and the
cost of clearing becomes a charge against
the block,

Mr. Mamn: Clearing is a necessary ex-
perience for the mew seitlers to gain,

Hon, P, COLLTER: To some extent it is.
We have departed from the declared policy
of giving the migrauts 12 months’ experience
of farming before sending them on to blocks,
Quite recently I read that we are takimg
migrants straight off the ships and sending
them to group settlements. Men coming from
the centres of pepulation in the Old Coun-
try cannot have any iden of the work of
clearing. Even if they were farm labourers
in the Old Country, they would still have no
knowledge of such work as clearing in our
South-West. If we take raw new chums—
Jet me put it that way—and put them down
in the South-West to clear heavy timber, what
is the cost going to be? T suppose the Gov-
ernment have bheen forced to depart from
their deelared policy of giving the settlers
12 menths” experience, hy the necessity for
finding employment.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: \What would 12
months expericnce in the castern distriets be
worth to the migrants in the South-West?

Hon., P. COLLIER: That is so, except
that they would TDbecome acclimatised,
and hardened, and accustomed to bush work.
An hon. member said clearing was 2 necessary
experience for new settlers; but after all, ex-
perience gained in clearing land in the South-
West would not be of very much value to a
man when it comes to the actual work of
farming.

Mr. Pickering: But the settler has got to
cleay more than his original 25 acres, if he is
to make a success.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am sorry the Pre-
mier has not 2o far given the House the in-
formation as to cost. I think we should have
it hefore the sesgion closes. Wea need not be
afraid of the position, We ought to know
just where we gtand. T hope also that an
opportunity will be afforded to migrants to
gain a little experienee beforc being sent to
the group settlements. Now on the question
of immigration itself. From time to time we
have heard complaints that we are getting an
unduly large percentage of a type that is not
suitable. At the annual meeting of the New
Settlers’ Leagne held last year the president,
in his opening address, made a complaint that
altogether too many of the migrants arriving
that vear were not of the right kind. Similar
statements have frequently been made, and
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on every oceasion the assertion has been met
by sueh an announcement as *‘ Yes, we admit
+hat things have not been as good im the
matter of selection at Home as they might be,
but the method of selection has mew been
tivhtened up and there will be no eause for
complaint in the future.’’ That has been the
reply.  But rather than any improvement
having taken place, all these who are in the
rosition to offer an opinion of any value,
agree that we are going the other way.

The Premier: You know 3,000 men paid
their own way to this country the other year,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Of eourse a percentage
of those would be failures, and for those
fajlures tha Govermwment cannot be held re-
sponsible. But nearly evervone whe is in a
position to judge, agrees that we are getting
too many migrants of a type nnsuitable for
land settlement here.

Mr. Mann: ) think the migrants have been
much better this year, with the excveption of
the **Hobson’s Bay?’? bateh,

Hgn, P. COLLIER: That is the reply which
is always given. I do mnot know that that
is so, though T am aware that the hon. mem.
ber is familiar with the migrants to a great
extent. We are always meeting with the
reply, ““‘You wmnst accept a percentage of
failures.”’ That is admfted. The question
is onc of what is a reasonable percentage
of the unsuitable? During the debate on the
Address-in-reply members cxpressed them-
selves to the effect that thevy were satisfied
heeause a majority of the migrants were all
right and would make good. T have ne doubt
that o majority will make good, but a ma-
jerity is not sufficient; and 30 per cent., or
vven 20 per eent., of failures would he alto-
gether too greal.

The Premier:
are 3 per cend.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
per eent.

Mr. Mann: Out of some 11,000 wmugrants,
160 have been given up as complete failures.
It = true that some of the migrants have
ha-1 up to the fifth position found for them.

Hon, I, COLLIER: With a close method
of seleetion in the Old Country, there ought
to be praciieally ne failures except failures
arising frem temperament or from want of
will.  The percentage due to character or
physiyue should be very, very small, because
it onght to be possible for those charged
with the work of scleetion to make reasonably
sure of character, and the doctors should be
able to make fairly certain as to physique,
Of course, one may get a tman to whose char-
acter there is no objection whatever, and
whose physique is all right, but who, because
of temperament or lack of will, whieh nat-
urally no selectors could foresee, proves a
failure.

The ¥Premier:
perfect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier will not
1hipk 1 am arguing for perfection; it Is
a siwstion of having a reasonable pereentage

1 do not think the failures

I think they are 20

You cannot get them all
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of failures only. During the past week—I
do not like citing instances because one can-
not argue from the particular to the general
—wea had four migrants sentenced to terms
of imprisonment bere.

The Premier: They were physically fit and
ripht in every way except that they were not
honest.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is something that
can be guarded against.

Mr, Maun: There are many nominated
migrants.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: They are supposed to
be the hest.

Me. Mann: They are not always so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No member will deny
that the method of passing migrants in the
™d Country is unsatisfactory.

Mr. Mann: There must be something
wrong, hecause we lave found cases of people
heing “ fenng in’?

Flon. W. C. Angwin: Have you found that
out definitely?

AMr. Mann: Yes,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then the Government

_shonld institute a prosecution.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We know it is only
a matter of going to a doctor and getting a
certifieate for half-a-guinea.

The Colonial Secretary:
very often.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The doctors will not
concern themselves ahout our interests. In
the medieal profession we will find men carry-
ing out their dnties perfunctorily, and so long
a5 they eollect their half-guineas they will
pass the migrant and issue the necessary eer-
tifirates.

The Colomizl Secretary: You are referring
to the doctors in the Old Country?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, they do not con-
cern themselves about the type of settler suit-
able for na.

The Colonial Secretary:: They are more
concerned ahout their half-crowns,

Hon. . COLLTER: I mention this poiut
becauge T urge the Premier to bring it before
the notice of the Prime Minister, who will he
licre shortly on his way to London.

The Premier: We have already done so.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Premier can urge
the matter here. I know that General Sir
Neville Howse, who is a medieal man, is in
Lindon and T believe he has received instrue-
tions from the Federal Governmeat to look
into this matter. Judging by some of the
arrivals recently—this applies particularty to
those going 1o the Eastern States rather than
to those arriving here—it is very necessary

¥or half-a-crown

that the position should be overhauled. I am
confidlent that the medical inspection will
never be  gntisfactorily carried out until

Anstralian doctors are sent Home to do the
work. They will be charged with the respon-
sibility, and if wen who are physically unfit
are scnt out to Australia, then those doctors
can be brought to book. Under the existing
system, no matter how many physically unfit
men arrive here, we have no redress whatever.
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The Colonial Secretary:
been altered
months,

Hon. P. COLLLER: There it is again! 1
have heard that sort of statement for the last
two or three years, Why did not the Minister
gay that ‘‘the position was heing tightened
up’’t

]Thc Colonial Sccretary: T was keeping that
phrasc in reserve,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Minister might
also have added that while my complaint was
justified, there would be ‘‘no cause for eom-
plaint in the future.’!

The. Premicr: Our own men are sclecting
the migrants. -
_.Hon, P. COLLTER: But now ocur ewn doe-
tors,

The Premier: That is so.

- FHon. P. COLLIER: In any case, I do not
know what some of these men are doing, be-
ciuge- T litve seen migrants so obviously un-
svitable that one eonld recognise the faet
from the other side of a street.

The Premicr: They may have paid their
own ITRSSﬂgO money.

.Hon. P. COLLTER: No, they were assisted
migrants.

The Premier: T don’t know.

Hon. . COLLIER: In a report issued by
the seeretary of the New SettlerS’ League a
few days ago, that official said he regretted
that ‘‘the ‘ Hobson’s Bay’ quota of migrants,
who arrived in this Stafe on Monday last,
were far below the standard of recent ar-
rivals.’’ T helieve the member for North-Enat
Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin) saw a num-
ber of those migrants and concurs in that
view,

Mr, Mann:
tioned.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: The lot for thizs State
were all right,

Hon. P. COLLTER: [In papers published
in the Eastern States T read some alarming
statements about the contingents for Mel-
hourne and Sydney. T do not know whether
our offteers are more vigilant than those re-
presenting the Eastern States, but I helieve
the percentage of unsuitable migrants is
greater where the Eastern States are con-
egrnod, than is the case with ua. .

Mr. Mann: That is quite tme.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am pleased that the
(Government have been able to grant the min-
ing districts a concession regarding water
supplics.  We are not asking too much,
heeause the Premier has heen relieved of
annual payments towards the sinking fund,
representing  £80,000, but the concession
granted by the Government, which amonnts to
£40,000, is a valuable one” I am sorry that
relief did not come ecarlier, hut, as it is, T
helieve the coneession will have a beneficial
influence on mining operations.

The position has
considerably during recent

That is the contingent T men-

The Minister for Mines: Ineluding the
domestie  supplies, the coneession means
£45,00n,

Tlon, P, COLLIER: While the additional
amount represents considerable relief to indi-
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vidual residents, it will not have so much in-
fluence on the mining industry. I hope no
portion of this momey will go into the pockets
of. other people. It was announced in the
goldfields Press a few weeks ago that the
firewood company intended to inerease the
price for firewopod by l1s. per ton. On ihe
total quantity taken by the mines in the Kal.
goorlie and Bouider distriets, that would mean
an additional charge of about £12,000, That
meuns that of the Premier’s concession of
£40,000, no less than £12,000 will go into the
pockets of the firewood company.

The Premier: L hope not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: So do I. T protest
against anything of the sort heing done. 1
woulil go to any longth to prevent it, hut un-
fortunately no onc has any power to inter
vene,  The firewoud suppiy is now a mono-
poly. Formerly there were two compuanivs,
although that 1id not mean eompetition, he-
cause they agreed as to prices and conditions
fo operate in the industry. Immediatels there
is only one eompany, the price, it is an-
nownend, s to be inerceased by 1s. per tom,
I know of no reason whatever why that should
he dane. There has been no inerensed expen-
ditore incurred by the company te justify
sich an inerease in firewood prices.  As a
matfer of faet, the mining compauies' now
Lave a case cited in the Arhitration Court for
a reduetion of the wages paid to their em-
ployees on the grounds that the cost of living
nied prieces of eommodities have decreased dur-
ing the past 12 months. When there iz an
effort made to reduce wages on those grounds,
we see the firewood companies cndenvouring
to increase prices by 1s. per ton.

The Minister for Mines: The mining com-
panies have informed the firewood company
that they will not pay anything additional
for the firewood, Thns they will place upon
the company the responsgibility of refusing
supplics,

Hon. P. COLLTFER: T know nothing about
it exrept what has appeared in the Press, and
that was not contradieted. T was surprised
that no opposition appeared to he offering,
and that apparently the wining companies
were aceepting the increased price without
demur.

The Minister for Mines: They did not do
30,
Hon. P. COLLIER: T hope they will not
dn so either.

The Minister for Mines: T made inquiries
and the companies objected most strenuously.

Hon. P. COLLIFR: Before T ronciude, 1
wish to bring before the House a personal
matter. Tt is not often that T adept that
course. 1 desire to complain against the dis-
eourtesy of the Minister for Mines in going
to the golidfiells to distriets represented by
memhers on the Opposition side of the Touse,
and reeciving deputations from public bodies
in our districts, without any intimation being
given  to myself or my colleagues as to his
inlention. Twice during the last four or five
weeks the Minister has gone to my distriet
and the eleetorates represented hy four mem-
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bers on this side of the House, without our
having any knowledge that he was to receive
deputations aml deal with public matters of
great interest to the residenis of ow iom-
stitueneies, Tu thus poing behind the backs of
members, it cannot be urged on behalf of the
Minister that his action arose from want of
experience.  Only last week the Minister left
Perth on Thursday evening and no member
knew of his intention until we read the an-
nouncement in the following day’'s paper. He
received n laree depntation representative of
all the loeal governing, industrial and other
hodies of Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

The Minister for Mines: I did not go to
Boulder.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is se, but re.
presentatives of Boulder wer> there.

The Minister for Mines: T was not aware
that they intended to wait on me as n de-
putation.

Han. I ¢CLLIER: The Minister knew he
was to receive a deputation.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T say the Minister
di. He went there to receive a deputation.
T ean understand a Minister going there on
business conneeted with water charges, merely
dealing with the position as an aet of admin-
istration, and then finding on arrival that a
deputation is foreed upon him. Miniaters
do find themselves placed in that position at
times, but when the Minister went to the gold-
fields on this occasion he knew he was to re-
ceive a deputation. The Minister says he did
not know. This i3 what appeared in the
‘‘Kalgoorlie Miner'’ of Monday last: —

Mr. Francis mentioned matters so far as
they affected the mines at Hampton Plains
and asked him to receive a deputation in
Perth from the mines and representatives
of the municipalities and road boards ana
the miners in order to discuss the position.
He (the Minister) suggested that it would
be infinitely simpler for him to eome to
Kalgoorlie.

T also read in the newspapers correspondence
showing that the Minister was te receive a
deputation from these bodies and knew he
was goine to Kalgoorlie for that purpose.

The Minister for Minea: They said noth-
ing abeut a deputation. T said I would go
and discuss matters on the spot.

Hon. P. COLLIFER: But T have quoted
from the Minister's speech. The report gays
that” *Mr. Seaddan said in reply,”” and 1
have quoted part of what the Minister said,
There can be no question but that the Min-
ister knew about it. The Minister during the
course of that speech said that the reduction
in the price of water had mo political signi-
ficance. T do not know what he meant by that,
for he who excuses, aceuses. I knmow that
there was present a representative of an-
other political party, one of those to which
the Minister hasg belonged in recent years, and
that he introduced the deputation. T regard
it as an insult and an act of discourtesy on
the part of the Minister to receive a deputa-
tion from my district:

.
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The Minister for Mines:
your district.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der roprerent one district in snch a matter
and the deputation was represcutative of aii
local intercsts. The Minister went there for
the purpose of receiving that deputation but
did not let members for the districts affe ted
know of his visit, and he slipped away from
here without havinp the courtesy to intimate
his going te the member for Kalgoorlie, in
whose distriet he received the deputation, to
the member for Hannans, to the member for
Brown Hill or to me. It iz the second time
he has dome it within four weeks, for only
a little while age he went up and received a
deputation of the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
from my electorate.

The Minister for Mines: T did not receive
a deputation from the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund.

Hon. P. COLLTER: It is the aceepted rule
for Ministers, before going intn an electorate,
to notify the member for that electorate. The
Premier would never be guilty of ignoring
that rule. Quite recently the Minister for
Agriculture offended in the same way when he
visited the Kanowna electorate and took with
him a member of the Legislative Couneil, but
did not notify the member for Kanownu.

The Minister for Agrieulture: That is not
true.

Hon. T, Walker: It is true.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister went
through the district with a member of the
Legislative Couneil, while the member for
Kanowna knew nothing about it.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The membeor
for Kanowna excused his ahsence.

Hon, T, Walker: T did not know about
it. T received no invitation whatever.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TIf the Minister bad
merely overlooked the courtesy, it would he
more honourable to plead guilty than try
to shufle put. The Minister for Mines says
ke did not go to receive a deputation. I say
he did, and I cau only conclude that he de-
liberately refrained from giving any inti-
mation of his intention. He owes an apology
to the people whom I represent, for it is dua
to them that they should have the services of
their own member when a Minister visits the
electorate. It is not that T care; 1 do not
want to accompany Ministers; I would not
care if T were never present at a deputation;
but I must have regard for the people whom
I represent. When a Minister visits a com-
munity the people are entitled to the ser-
vices of their own member, and ought not to
have to bp introduced by another member.
Yet when four members were interested in
the same deputation they were all passed over
and were told nothing about it, T hope it will
rot again he necessary for me to speak in this
conneetion.

1 did not go to

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) [8.43]: I have
listened with close interest to the speech of
the Leader of the Opposition. His remarks
on the finances of the State are worthy of



618

the gravest consideration. T think forther,
that one should weleome such artieles ag that
which appeared in this morning’s ‘‘West
Australian’’ if through a study of those
articles some benecfit will result to the de-
liberations of this Chamber. But I am afraid
the people of Western Australia are more or
less in a state of financial dope. We are in
a period of huge deficits, huge loans, and
huge per eapita indebtedness, and we do not
worry about the smaller items of finance that,
however, are vital to the interests of the
State. Thercfore T welcome the remarks of
the Leader of the Opposition en group settle-
ment, for that question is one of the most
important confronting the State to-day. Not
only do hon. members on both sides of the
House follow that development, but the eyes
of all the people of the State are concen-
trated on it. TIn this respeet the Premier
should take with the utmost kindness and
eongideration the matured thoughts of hon.
members, even though they be not on ali
fours with his own preconceived ideas of
methods of development. Members repre-
senting the distriets where the group settle-
ments are should he afforded every oppor-
tunity of giving assistance and advice to the
Ministry. Every phase of political thought
is behind the group settlement, At the re.
cent conference of primary producers, what
appeared to he adverse eriticism wns direeted
at the movement, but not with the idea of
injuring the group settlemenis; rather as a
waraing that cvery possible improvement
should be developed, bhut that is all. The
The Country Party stands for group settle-
ment in the South-West. There may be a
divergence of views as to how the poliey
should be developed, but that is all. The
Leader of the QOpposition referred to certain
remarks I made recently, I am satisfied that
the more cxperienced the men are in the prob-
lems of clearing the South-West, the more
eecnomically ean that phase of development
be effeeted. It is beeause I have been for
over 20 years in the South-iWest and have
been intimately associated with the clearing
andl development of that country, that I ven-
ture to mnake some comments now and then,
when T think those comments may assist to
redneo the eapital cost of that development.
T'he amount invelved in that movement is very
ecnsidernble.  Already £6,000,000 has been
foreeasted. When we remember the remarks
of the Premier that the ultimate movement
is limited only hy the available territory, it
in eoneeivable that 2 very much larger amount
than £6,000,000 is involved in this pohcv of
sett]ement

The Premicr: Year by year, and h1t by bhit,
more money will he neeessary.

Mr. PICRKERING: And so this movement
will grow. The developunent, to be snceessful,
must he carefully watched. When we arrive
at that stage where the mew settlers will he
getting some return, we shall have to be
sure they have the necessary pastures bhe-
fore we hand to them the valuable stock
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they will require. Tt must be borne in mind
that the average percentage of butter fat
produced by Western Australian cows is not
likely to be payable to the group settlers.
Their cows must give them sufficient butiter .
fat to ensure a profitable return,

Mr. Harrison: Where is your source of
supply of ideal cows?

Mr. PICKERING: That has te bLe built
up, and the time to start building it up is
now, I commend the Minister for Agricul-
ture on lis cfforts to improve our dairying
industry. I agree with him in his poliey
of providing certain bulls for certain dis-
tricts,. But if we are to have proper bulls
for the different breeds in various districts,
wa must be sure those animals are bred on
butter producing lines.

The Minister for Agrieulture:
production strain.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. The hest breed is
not too good to pgive the group settlers, if
they are to be successful. The proper avenues
for those scttlers are the industries asso-
ciated with dairying. We shall have to pro-
vide them with well bred cows, and in number
as they are able to earry them, but not more.
Years ago the Premier introduced valuable
pure bred dairy stock into the State. The
great majority of those animals did not sue-
ceed, beeause they came from the finest pas-
tures in Vietorin and were sent to the poor
pastures of the South-West,

The Premier: No, they went all over the
State. ’

Mr. PICKERING: Many of them went to
the South-West, and I know something of
their subacqm:nt history. Tt has been demon-
strated by the select committee that inguired
into the agricuitoral indestry in New South
Wales that the most suseessful dairy farms
were thoge fully equipped with siles. And in
conversations T have had with leading dairy-
men in this State, that has been the ehief
point they emphasised. When the Overseas
Settlement Delegation were here T endeav-
oured to peint out to some of the delegates
that if the group settlements were cleared at
moderate cost, feneed and put into proper con-
dition, a1 the settlers could make good with
ﬁrstﬂclass dairy stock. If the groups are not
over-capitalised, and if the settlers have the
neerssary feed before being furnished with
dniry stock, there is no reason why they
should not he suceeszful. No matter what
differences of view there may be as to-the
form of settlement, or the shape it takes under
the Premicr, it is the duty of the primary
nroducers to get well and truly behind it.
That is my attitude towards group settle-
ment.  We must have a proper system of
herd testing, for only by that ecan we hope
to make dairying suecessful. I am well
aware that the Minister for Agrieulture has
this svstem in his mind, and that we have in
Mr. Hampshire 2 very capable officer who is
doing his bhest to educate the dairymen of
the State. The immediate future of group
settlement in the Souvth-West depends on the
proper development of the dairying industry,

From a high
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issociated with which, of course, will come
pig-roising.

Mr. Ifavrison: Why not pigs first?

Mr, PICKERING: T prefer them to come
wincidentally with dairying, beeause then tlie
skimmed milk, which otherwise will be
wasted, ean be converted into a profit. So
[ say the settlers should be equipped with a
sufficient number of hreeding sows, Then
lhere are the side-lines of condensed milk
and cheese making. It will be necessary te

sec that proper provigion is made in the
way of factories, We have in DBus-
selton a  State butter factory. Strange

te say, among the groups which belong to

my electorate and that of the member
for Collie, a movement is afoot to
»stablish a4 co-operative butter factory.

[ went very carefully into this question with
Mr. Hampshire, the dairy expert, and 1 think
we have evolved a scheme that will enable the
zroup settlers and dairymen throughout my
district to take over the State butter factory at
Busselton on a co-operative basis and interest
all the group settlers immediately in the ven-
ture. The hasis of the scheme is that the
zroup secttler should take a £1 share to start
with and, for every two cows he requires, take
up another £1 share until reaching the maxi.
mum of £5. By these means we shall secure
a capital of something like £4,000 immedi-
ately, and if the dairymen take up the shares
ag-operatively, there will be no difficulty in
taking over the factory and runming it on
proper lines. At present we are up against
apposition from a co-operative factory that is
gradually taking away the subseribers of the
State factory. The means by which this is
heing done are legitimate enoupgh, but they
e means that a State-owned factory eannot
adopt., I refer to the giving of a bonus to
sihgeribers,  If we make a co-operative fac-
tory of the Busselton factery, it will have a
directorate of its own that will adopt similar
tacties, and so we hope to be able to regain
pur subscribers from the Bunbury factory.

Mr. Money: You do net object to that?

Ar. PICKERING: No, because it is quite
legitimatre in a co-operative concern, but a
State-owned factory operating on present
lines eannot adopt similar tactics. The sooner
the Busselton factory is put on a co-operative
hasis, the better it will be for the institution
and the dairymen in the distriet.

Tre Minister for Agriculture: Busselton’s
should be the biggest factory in the State.

Mr. PICKERING: The centre of dairying
must eventually be at Busselton. Behind
Busrelton is a distriet eminently suited for
dairving, and Bussclton should in time attain
the same position in this State that the
Tweed River holds in New South Wales. If
the Busselton factory is taken over co-opera-
tively, 1 feel sure it will rapidly advance and
attain this pesition,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You do not think the
Bunbury people were a little too smart for
you? s
" Mr. PICKERING: Not for the member
for Snsrex. T am quite as alert to their prae-
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tices as is anyone, and if T ean do anything
to retain to my district that which belongs to
it, 1 shall not spare any effort. The Busscl-
ton people are not so elow as the hon. mem-
ber infers.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Bun-
bury factory has paid back all the money that
was horroned.

Mr. PICKERING: Another very important
factor regarding group rettlement is that of
finance. The memhers of gromp settlements
are looking at the financial aspect pretty
closely. A proper system of accounts should
be kept.

The Premier: There is a proper system.

Mr. PICKERING: I am glad to hear it.
Unless a proper system is established, there
will he the utmost difficulty in allocating the
cosla, The Leader of the Opposition said
truly that when a pgroup started, it started
with greenhands, None of them know any-
thing about the art of clearing, fenecing or
ofher work incidental to devclopment. Al of
them have to learn it. Each group starts
afresh, and the first lot of land to be cleared
i« naturally the most expensive. If these
blocks are te be debited with a heavier eost,
it will be unfair to those settlers who draw
the hlocks. To allocate the costs to a group
is not the easy matter the Premier would lead
us to believe. There are many phases of ex-
penditure that, unless minutely watched, will
cause considerable anxiety and trouble to the
gettlers when the {ime comes to allot the
costs. Therefore L impress upon the Premier
the urgent necessity for seeing that every
item is carefully wateched, so that therc shall
be no disagreement to occasion unrest or dis-
eontont amongst the settlers when the time
for allocation comes. 'This is sueh an im-
portant peint that T make ne apology for
emphasising it,

Mr. Marshall: Can you offer any sugges-
tion to overcome the difficulty of greenhands
eontinually starting on new groups?

Mr. PICKERING: I offered a suggestion,
which I considered a good one, to continue
certain men at clearing in order that the ex-
perience they acquired might be available for
the benefit of later groups.

The Premier. There are not 20 such men
available in your district.

Mr, PICKERING: T thought the Premier
had an intimate aequaintance with the State
he represents.

The Premicr: So T have.

Mr. PICKERING: Considerably more than
20 are prepared to take on clearing eontracts.

The Premier: But you were contending
that we ought to have men who have been
¢learing for years.

Afr. PICKERING: I can introduce to the
Premier quite a large number of such men at
any time.

The Premier:
of them now.

Mr. PICKERTNG:
self to start with.

The Minister for Mines: Yon want to start
vour c¢learing here,

I would like to be informed

I might mention my-



620

would soon make a

AMr. PICKERLNG: |
I would start

start if T had the opportunity;
ringbarking there very soon.

iTon. W. C. Angwin: Will not the Prewmier’s
seheme of averaging the cost over the whale
of a group meet the situation?

Mr. PICKERLXG: No, not any two blocks
cost the same for clearing, and if the cost is
averaged over the whole of a group, some of
the blocks will be wnduly handicapped.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: CUast lots for the
blocks.

Mr. PICKERING: That will not nake it
any more just, The variation in the timber
may make a considerable differcuee in the
quality of the land. In the wheat belt or the
heavily timbered South-West where the ved
gums prevail, the land is better. Yet a man who
gets poorer land that cost less to elear will
be loaded up cqually with the man who gets
better land that cost more to clear.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not see how else
it can be done.

Mr, PICKERING: With a good system of
accounts, it should be possible to got very
near to the mark,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: A deputation pointed
out to us thut the men were without experience
wlen they started on the first blocks, and the
Premier agreed to their request.

My, PICKERING: That phase must be
given considerntion. Auother nuestion affect-
ing group settlement is the urgent need for
hospital accommodation. I bave already
waited upon the Colonial Secretary on several
oceasions regarding it. I understand the duty
of providing hospital accommodation rests
with the Minister for Works Tt is extremely
urgent that finality be reached quickly. Tt is
absurd and ridiculous to cxpeet the people of
Busselton to bear the cost of providing hos-
pital accommodation for the whole of the
group settlers in the surrounding distriet.
When T brought this matter under the notice
of the responsible Minister, T was asked what
the people of Busselten were prepared to do.
Tt is with the utmost difficulty that the peo-
ple of Busselton are carrying on their hos-
pital to-duy. The institution has been over-
crowded ever since the inception of group
settlement there, and only through the gener-
osity of the trades prople in providing stores
six months in advance of payment has it
been possible to finance it. It is uafair to
put the hospital committee in that position.
Tt is timec the Premier afforded some relief.
The people on the group settloments are pre-
parcd to do their share if the Premier will
provide a hospital in the Marparet district
to deal with that section, They have put up
a scheme to the Colonial Secretary, laying
down the lines on which they propose to eol-
lect funds te assist the movement. This is
an urgent matter that should not he dilly-
dallied with. T should like an assurance from
the Government that some definite policy will
bhe decided upon immediately.  Any hospital
in the Margaret district cannot eater for the
groups lying in other directions nearer to
Busselton and more remote from the Margaret,

and call for tenders.
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aml it is not fair to cxpeet the people of
Bussclton to provide extra wards for peopla
from the groups. The people of Busselton
have doue all that is possible; they have not
spareit themselves, and they have contributed
vonsulerabe sums of money to meet the po-
sition, bnt it is impossible for them to pro-
vids what is neeessury to properly equip the
haspital. The member for Perth (Mr., Mann)
knows the difficulties under which we  are
Inbouring; he knows that the people of Bus-
selton have done their best te meet the situa-
tion.  He suggested that relief might be at-
forded by providing temporary accommora-
tion, but semething of a permancent nature is
needel. A aew ward should be erceted at
once.  The Govermment should consider the
positiun of the resident medical officer whe
has heen ealled upon o do a very much lurgor
volume of work than was contemplated when
he was grauted the munificent salary of £150
or £200 a year. No inercasc has been granted
lim in comsiderntion of the extra work he
has heen called upon to do. These matters are
urpent, and should reecive immediate atten-
tion. Regarding the Licensing Aet, a very
serious difficulty has arisen, and seeing that
the Licensing Board have just been appointed,
it is opportune to bring the matter under the
notice of the Government. The Act provides
that a vew license shail be put up to tender.
i do not think members realise the true signi-
ficanee of that provision. A petition must be
cirenlated within a certain radius of a cer-
tain site, and the site, of course, is the pro-
perty of a private individual. The petition is
sent to the Licenses Reduction Board, and if
they consider it bona fide, they pass it on to
the Governor who has the particulars pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ and in
newspapers eirculating in the distriet. At
this stage, the Licenses Reduction Board de-
cide upon the accommodation to be provided
What is to be the basis
of such 3 tender? The House should have fixed
the basis, which should bear some relation to
the ecapital eost of the hotel. That seems to
be the only basis pessible, because otherwise
it would become a guestion as to who had the
most moncy to boost the proposal. The site
in conneetion with which this petition is put
up is a private site. It does not matter who puts
in a tender, the owner atone has a right to
that site. That anomaly will have to be recti-
fied. Tt is an urgent question. 1 trust some
effort will be made to solve the problem and
that the difficulty will be overcome. T regret
the Premier did not see fit to make any re-
fereuce to forestry upon the Estimates. Tt is
a very important phase of the business of the
State. T have placed a motion on the Notice
Paper to the effect that the rceommendations
of the Royal Commission on forestry be car-
ried out. T trnst members will give some con-
sideration to the report of the Commission so
that, when the matter is discussed, they will
realise the urgency of giving effect to the
recommendations which, in all cases exeept
one, were agrerd to unanimously. T join with
the Leader of the Opposition in congratulat-
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ing the Premier upon earrying through last
year with so small a deficit. I also join with
him in the hope that the Premier’s forecast
for ke ensuing year will be attained.

Mr, Mana: Will you help him to carry it
throught

Mr., PICKERING: I do not intend te ex-
press any party views on this oceasion. 1
must, however, pay this tribute of praise to
the Government for giving effect to a policy
of economy.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You do not say that
better work could have heen done.

Mr. PICKEERING: I would not say that.
That would be too much to ask. I might
think that better work could have been done.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And I would agree
with yon.

Mr, PICKERING: I must give praise
where it is due. It is the bounden duty of
members to co-operate with the Premier in
his endenvour to balanec the ledger at as early
a date as possible. We conld nssist him to
that end by imposing restrictions on the rail-
way development policy and keeping it with-
in reasenable limits. Certain promises of rail-
ways, however, have been made with which 1

would not interfere, whether or not we
realise the defieit promized. If people
have developed their holdings in antiei-
pation of a railway, I see mno reason

to interfere with the construction of that
railway so long ns the Commissioner of
Railways thinks the route aleng which it
will travel will bring in sufficient revenue to
justify the construction. I hope at the close
of the present financial vear we shall find our-
selves in the happy pesition the Premier has
forceasted for us.

General debate concluded ;
items discussed as follows:—

Votes—Legislative Council, £1,091; Legis-
lative Assembly, £1,913; Joint House Com-
mittee, £4,618; Joint Printing Committee,
£3,575; Joint Library Committee, £475;
Premier’s Department, £10,333; Governor’s
Establishment, £2,278; Exceutive Couneil,
£5—agreed to.

Vote—London Agency. £11,744,
Item, Agent General, £1,500:

Mr., MARSHALL: What are the Agent
General and his staff doing in England?
Last session the Premier, after his return
from the Old Country, stated that the people
of England did not know that Western
Australia was on the map?

The Premier: I did not say that; I said
Anustralia.

Mr. MARSHALL: He said he was sur-
prised at the ignorance of the English
people.

The Premicr: I did not use those words.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am giving the sub-
stance of his statement. We pass large
sums of monev each year for tbe upkeep
of the Agent General’s Office. The Premier
used words to the effect that the people of
Eangland did not know that they were wear.

(24]
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ing pearls discovered in this State, arnd gold
the product of this State, and eating ecom-
modities which had been produced in abun-
dance in Western Australia. He said most
peeple in Engiand knew wuo inore about West-
ern Australia than that it was part of the
universe.

The Premier:
‘‘Hansard.’’

Mr. MARSHALL: He said, ‘‘T found that
the people knew very little about this State
and hardly realised where it was on the
map.’’

The Premier: Those were my words.

Mr. MARSHALL: He went on to say
that the people of England hardly knew
that Western Australia was on the map.

The Premier: There are 45 million people
in England,

Mr. MARSHALL: We are paying the
Agent General £1,500 a year, and the whole
outfit is costing £11,000 a year.

The Premier: He has a great deal of work
to do.

Mr. MARSHALL : He cannot be very
attentive to it, seeing that the people of
England know nothing about this State.
Unless we get some results from this ex-
penditure we could well cut it out, I object
to this large sum of money being spent cn
keeping up a fashionable resort in London.
We know that as much as £80 was paid for
a mat for the Agent General’s parlour, and
that 2 considerable amount was spent on
wine glusses for the Agent Genmeral. Al
we get in return is the ignorance of people
in England as to anytlWing appertaining to
Western Australia,

Mr. A. Thomson: The present Agent Gen-
eral is the best we have bad.

Mr, MARSHALL: The taxpayers of this
country must be as badly of with their
representation in London as the electors of
Katanning are with their representation in
Parliament. This vote might have been
passed to-night without any comment,
although we are getting no results from our
expenditure.

The Premier: Yes, we are.

Mr. MARSHALL: The memher for Clare-
mont visited England and knows this is
correct. Jf the Agent General is worth his
salary, it is a remarkable thing that the
Premier could return from England last year
and tell us that the people of England are
ignorant about this State, I dare say, if
we knew exactly what the Agent General
and his court in England were costing the
taxpayers, we would Dbe greatly surprised.

Mr. J. Thomson: It is money well spent.
He is doing good work,

Mr. MARSHALL: It will relieve the tax-
payers to know that they are getting some-
thing for this huge sum of money. A duty
is cast upen members to see that this outlay
ia economically used. If the case is
still as the Premier last session told us it
was, supplies to the Agent General should be
cut off. However, I know it is useless {o
move for a reduetion.

You cannot find that in
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The PREMIER: I am sorry the hon. mem-
ber is so disturbed by reason of the remarks
I made on my return from the Old Country.

Mr, Marshall: T took you for a truthful,
honourable gentleman.

The PREMIER: T am much obliged to the
hon. member. The Agent General’s yilice
has a great deal of work. Somctimes we
want to raise money in London, and some-
times we have indents there, our purchases
at Home being made by the Agent General’s
office. Purther, the Agent General has a
great deal to do in the official representation
of this State in the Old Country. The salary
of £1,500 is by no means too large. I do
not know that any member of this Chamber
wonld care to take the position at that salary.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The secretary’s sal-
ary of £636 is too small compared with what
is pnid to under secretarics in Western Aus-
tralia.

The PREMIER: The people in the Old
Land know very little about Australia.

Mr. Uaderwood: That is their fault for not
studying geography.

The PREMIER: Australia is a long way
from England. We know a great deal abont
the Old Country because the English papers
come out here, and beeause a great many of
our people are from Britain, Onr Agent-
General has done his hest to make Western
Australin known. When making the obser-
vations to which the hon. member alluded,
I was speaking of the whole of Australia,
The salary is very low for the position.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is not too great a salary
for a good man.

The PREMTER: Every British dominion
has a Tepresentative in the 013 Land, and in
most eases he is better paid and in all cases
better housed.

Mr. ANGELO: From the manner in which
this division is presented, it would appear
that there is a net decrease of £2,445. In
fact, however, there is an increase om last
year’s capeudlture of nearly £3,000, Almost
the whole of the increase appears to be un-
der contingencies, which last year rose from
£6,483 to £9,347.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: On a point of order,
the hon. member s referring to item 18. 1
am on item 26.

Mr. Underwood: In dealing with item 1,
Agent General £1,500, one can take a sarvey
of the London agency’s work.

The CHAIRMAN: The proper course for
Mr, Angelo is to ask leave to withdraw item
26 and go back to item 18,

Mr. A. Thomson: There are one or two
jtems I wish to speak on prior to item 18.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You called the
division, Mr. Chairman, and no one spoke
to the division. Then I ealled item 26.

The CHAIRMAN: Any item can be
spoken to now, but I cannot allow any dis-
cussion on the vote. Mr. Angelo, do you
want item 181

‘[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Angelo: No; I was on item 1.

The CHAIRMAN: The gencral diseussion
o the division has ceased. We are on items.

AMr. UNDERWOQD: On the first item we
e tauke a survey of the London ngeney, to
see whether we are geiting value for our
moncy. The office expenditure, being for or-
dinary clerical work, has risen by £414, while
the expenditore for actual work has fallen
by £2,000 odd. This shows that the State’s
money is being expended in London on cleri-
eal work and not on actual work. There is
no reason for the increase in office expendi-
ture, as costs have, if anything, deereascd
during the year.

Mr, A. THOMSON: In reply to the eriti-
cism of the member for Murchison, let me
say, as one who hns heen at Home and has
geen the excellent work done for Western
Australia by 8ir James Connolly, that our
present Agent General ranks as one of the
best this country has ever had, and certainly
higher than some representatives of British
dominiong in the Old Country. Lack of public-
ity is certainly something from which Western
Australin, in common with the other Austra-
lian States, suffers at Home. Therefore 1
regret that the Agent General has not made
provision for an up-to-date Press agent. The
Agent General himself is a very -busy maa,
with more dutics thrust upon him than possi-
bly many members of this Chamber realise.
The present occupant of the position receives
every visitor from Western Australia, and ex-
tends to him every courtesy and assistance hg
can, However, a publicity agent is essential.
A pepnlation of 350,000 does not cut very
much ice in Great Britain, For the purposcs
of publicity, such as is seeured by varions
business firms in this State, an expeadi-
tnre of £300 or £600 for an up to date
Austrulian jonrnalist to aect as Press agent
in London would be well worth while.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: What can you expect
to get for £500 or £600 a year in London?
It would hardly pay the man’s board.

Mr. A, THOMSOYX : Make it £1,000 a year,
then. I commend the Agent General for
following up as far as possible all charges
made against Western Australin. I agree
with the Premier that £1,500 is not too much
for the man who is representing Western
Australia in London. Living is expensive
there, and our Agent General has to asso-
ciate with people who receive considerably
more, than he does.

Ttem, Cables, postages, telephone, station-
ery, £546: travelling, £295; entertainment,
other, £484:

Mr. ANGELO: Will the Premier explain
why this vote, which totalled £1,900 last
year, was excessed by £1,273¢%

The PREMIER: I have not all the details
of last year’s expenditure under this head-
ing. The expenditure was incurred and had
to be paid.

Mr. Hughes: Yet you provide for £1,948
less this yearl
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Item, Cost of living allowances to staff,
21,454 :

Mr. MARSHALL : I cannot understand
this tem, which seems to me peculiar.

The PREMIER: Salaries paid in London
are fairly low considering the cost of living
there, which is still much above pre-war
rates. AN the employees of the wvarious
Governments as well as the officers of the
Imperial service, get a cost of living allow-
ance to make up for it

Mr. Marshall: Is this allowance similar
to that granted to State employees in the
goldfields areas?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Luotey: Do all share it?

The PREMIER : All except the Agent
General.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It would be advis-
able to eut out the item and pay the officers
salaries that will cover the cost of living.

The Minister for Mines: When the cost of
living comes down, what theu?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Reduce salaries.

The Premier: You cannot do that.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: I do not think the
cost of living will come down to any extent.

Item, Upkeep of Sevoy House, £2,100:

Mr. TEESDALE: This is an extraordinary
item. The vote was exeessed last year and
yet this year £1,270 less is provided.

The Premier: The amount includes ground
rent, rates and taxes, and so forth.

Mr. TEESDALE : But Savoy House be-
longs to the State, and the gronnd rent
surely cannot approach anything like that,

The PREMIER: The
charges T have referred to. In addition, a
good deal refers to expenditure involved in
alterations and repairs, incloding the in-
stallation of a new lift, and upkeep.

Mr. Hughes: That expenditure
likely to recur this year?

The PREMIER: No.

Item, Exhibits for Savoy House, £50:

Mr. A. THOMSON: The provision of such
a small amount is a penny wise and pound
foelish policy.

The Minister for Mines: They will get
any number of exhibits after the Empire
exhibition.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That may be so, but
the provision of such a small amount is not
the way to advertise the wares of Western
Australia. At the office of the Agent Gen-
eral for Queensland there is a magnificent
exhibit of the products of that State. The
Capadian agency also has an excellent ex-
hibit. Tt is not good business on our part
to provide a paltry £50. Throughout Scof-
land and England there are Canadian agen-
cies and exhibits in all the principal towns.
When I booked my passage back to West-
ern Australia in Edioburgh, T had not the
slightest idea that the shipping office where
I booked represented Australia, and Western
Australia in particular. The office had
plenty of information about Canada aund
Ameriea, but, unless things have improved

is mnol
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since I was there, I would defy anyone to
go there and learn that that office was repre-
senting us. TUnfortunately we are not per-
mitted to inc¢rease votes, but only to de-
crease them. T hope Lhe Coverament will
see that, in addition to proper supplies of
exhibits going to Savoy House, a good ex-
hibit goes to Australia House.

Item, Upkeep of Agent General’s residence,
£225:

Mr, PICKERING: The item seems soma-
what high.

The Premier: It
taxes and so oo,

Mr. PICKERING : It seems a peculiar
coincidence that all these estimates were se
much excessed last year when the Premier
was at Home. I should think he would ba
familiar with the reasons why the increases
were necessary.

The PREMIER: Hon. members cannot ex-
pect that the ground rent and rates and taxes
for these premises, together with vpkeep,
can he met without some expenditure. I deo
not think the expenditure has been too high.

Mr. Marshall: How do you account for the
hig reduction?

The PREMIER: Rates and taxes and rents
are very high in Eagland. In Savoy House
we lease a very small shop for £300 per
annum, and the local authoritics’ taxes on
it amount to £400.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: In Perth one could
get that shop for £4 a week.

The PREMIER: Easily. Thig item covers
rates and taxes, ground rent, maintenance
and insurance. It is not too high.

e, MeCALLUM: Previously we were told
that the purchase of this house for the Agent
fieneral would save expense. Apparently it
i3 adding to the expense, for wa now havo
to pay the rent.

The Premier: Previously he got an allow-
ance in lieu of reat.

AMr. MeCALLUM: We have already passed
items totalling £2,500. Yet a little while ago
the Premier suggested the Agent General
was underpaid at £1,500 per annum. I
suppose we should deem ourselves fortunate
in having been let off without having to pay
for the new motor garage, or for putting
down new carpets. Why should the country
pay £5 weekly for the upkeep of the Agent
General's house? People should know that
the purchase of that house has meant no
saving whatever, that it has saddled us with
a permanent charge of £5 weekiy, and that
over £2,500 per annum is going out for the
maintenance of the Agent General,

Mr. MABSHALL: T do not think the sum
involved is excessive, for I have come to the
conclusion that nothing but heavy taxation
will awaken the people of the State. The
Premier should add a few thousand to this
vote.

Mr. Hughes: If you ecan awaken the Pre-
mier, you are the best call-boy I know,

Mr, MARSHALL: The item shows a re-
duction of £198. Does the Premier imply

covers ground rents,
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that vates and taxes and ground rent in Eng-
land have been reduced to that extent?
Tha Premier: No:
Mr. MARSHALL:
other items,
The Premier: Of eourse there are.
Mr., MARSHALTL: Then let us have them.

The PREMIER: It does not often happen
that a member protests against a reduction
in an item.

Mr. Marshall: But why the reduection?

Mr. Teesdale: The Agent General did not
buy a new lawn mower this year.

Mr. Piekering: Ts there any lighting in-
cluded in the item?

The PREMIER: No. We cannot pay rent
and taxes in London without expending
money, Morcover, there were repuirs and
renovations.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: The member for East
Perth is interested in the question of fair
rents, I draw his attention to the fact that
the Government are collecting £500 per an-
num for a tiny little shop in the hasement
of the Agent General’s office in London.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: As long as we have
an Agent General in England, he must fit-
tingly maintain his position. He must be ap-
propriately housed in the proper quarter and
must in every way maintain the dignity of
the State. Except he do this he cannot move
amongst men of authority and power as he
should do, for the advantage of Western
Australin. T do net believe in saving £5 at
the cost of throwing away £10.

Ttem, Grant to Hon. H. P. Colebalch to
cover expenses to assume office as Agent-
General £600:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Why is it neeessary
to provide this large amount, since the highest
firsi-class fare to England is £134% When we
arc sending an officer to England T do not
see why we should@ call upon the taxpayers
to bear the cost of his travelling round the
world.

Mr.
Press,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I admif it is neces-
sary that we should pay the fare of his wife
as well. Still, the first item of £265 would
cover the lot.

Mr, Money: Then there is his family.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They are all grown
up. T eould make a trip to England, pay
my expenses there and return for less than
£600.

Mr. J. Thomson:
in Cornwall?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not all the time.

Mr. J. Thomson: You would have to live
there nearly all the time.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I ecould live in
some very nice places in London for part of
the time and rot require any morc money.

The Premier: You might have a flat in
London.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If I did, I should
not expeet the State to pay for it.

Mr. Underwood: The ‘‘flats’’ are here.

Then there are some

Underwood: And reporting for the

Where would you live,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W. C, ANGWIX: The sum of £600
is too mmuch for the expenses of the Agent
General to London, and I hope we are not
paying the cost of his trip around the world.

Mr. Teesdale: I think the previous Agent
General receivad about the same amount.

Hon. W. G ANGWIN: He, too, went
around the world,

Mr. Tecsdale: The trouble is that they
take their families with them,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: This sort of thing
will contirue unless an objection is raised.
All we should be ealled upon to pay is the
fare and rveasonable travelling expcnses for
the trip to London.

Mr, Teesdale: Iis going to Queensland
was a good idea,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Buat he also went
to Java and JTndia.

Mr. J. Thomson: What travelling expenses
would you allow?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The usuval expenses
allowed to Ministers travelling oversea.

Mr, J, Thomgon: Two peunds a day?

Hon. P. Collier: What would he do with
the money ¢

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN:
Minister, I never received £2 a day.
test against the voting of £600,

The PREMIER: This is roughly the
amount drawn hy each Agent General.  Mr.
Colebateh went to Queensland at the request
of the Government to look inte the cotton
question. That was necessary,

Mr, Teesdale: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: He went to Java and

While I was 2
I pro-

.Singnpore to inquire regarding marketa for

meat from the Wyndham Meat Works, and
at our request he went to India—unfortun-
ately he has fallen ill there and has had tn
undergo an operation—to endeavour to induece
retired Indian officers with eapital to settle
in Western Australia. Vietoria sent over a
representative, and@ I asked Mr. Colebateh to
break his journey there and endeavour to get
into toueh with the military nuthorities with
n view to getting some of these men to come
liere. T think we should have had a represen-
tative in Indra before.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: A retired colonel eame
here and covld not get land.

The PREMIER: He could not have tried
very hard.,

Hon, W. C, Angwin: I went to you about
him and also to the Lands Department.

The PREMIER: I do not remember it. Of
course he could have got land; plenty of
people have sinee obtained land.

Voate pot and passed.
Vote—Public Service Commissioner, £2,647 :
Progress reported.

House edjourned at 10.21 p.m.



